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Background

The mission of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is to: safeguard the public and support agriculture by ensuring the safety and wholesomeness of food and other consumer products; improve the production and sale of Florida’s agricultural products; preserve and protect the state’s agricultural and natural resources; and protect consumers from potential health and security risks and unfair and deceptive business practices. 

The department primarily accomplishes its mission through four programs:
· Forest and Resource Protection; 

· Food Safety and Quality; 

· Consumer Protection; and  

· Agricultural Economic Development 
The department also houses the Division of Licensing, the Office of Agricultural Water Policy, and the Office of Agricultural Law Enforcement.
Policy Issue – Should the State Farmers’ Market Program be privatized?
The mission of the State Farmers’ Market Program is to assist in the marketing of farm products by providing the information, leadership, and facilities necessary to move farm products from the farm to the consumer via a distributor, and to assure consumer a better quality product at a reasonable price and a fair return to the producer.  This program is administered by the Division of Marketing and Development, which operates 13 markets located throughout the state.  
Findings
State Farmers’ markets assist in the marketing of farm products by providing the necessary infrastructure for the distribution of produce.   The program is currently self-supported by fees charged by entities using the farmers markets, including packing house, cooler, and office rental fees and truck scale fees.  However, the program’s capital investments historically have been paid for by general revenue.

Recommendation

If it is ever deemed necessary to privatize a State Farms’ Market that the local government and current tenants be given a right of first refusal to purchase such facility at a fair market value, as determined by a licensed Florida certified general appraiser.  The local government should have ninety days to accept the offer, after which the current tenants collectively will be given the right to purchase at the same price.  The tenants collectively should have ninety days to accept an offer, after which any individual or group of tenants will be given the right to purchase.  If the department does not receive an offer from an individual or group of tenants within thirty days, the department should dispose of the property in accordance with Florida law.  

Policy Issue - Is there a need for the continuation of the agency’s advisory committees?
The department reported having 50 advisory committees.  Thirty-one of these committees were established by statute while 19 were created by the department.  Collectively, these committees incurred travel, staff, and other expenses totaling $220,067 in Fiscal Year 2006-07.  The reported expenses for most of the department’s advisory committees are for travel, staff, and other meeting-related expenses.  
Findings
After review of each committee and discussions with the department, it was determined that 23 committees could be abolished.  These committees received approximately $54,000 in funding in Fiscal Year 2006-07, of which $10,000 was general revenue
Recommendation

Abolish the 23 committees listed below.  Create a new Commodity Technical Council to take over the responsibilities of the Fertilizer Technical Council, Commercial feed Technical Council, and Seed Technical Council, which are to be abolished.
	Advisory Committees to be Abolished
	FY 2006-07 Funding

	
	

	Administration
	

	State Agricultural Advisory Council
	$0 

	
	

	Agricultural Environmental Services
	 

	Commercial Feed Technical Council
	$1,726 

	Fertilizer Technical Council
	$2,755 

	Pest Control Research Advisory Committee
	$2,026 

	Pesticide Registration Evaluation Committee
	$5,977 

	Seed Technical Council
	$2,135 

	 
	

	Agricultural Water Policy
	 

	Soil and Water Conservation Council
	$6,789 

	
	

	Aquaculture
	 

	Clam Industry Task Force
	$2,142 

	Transgenic Aquatic Species Task Force
	$0 

	
	

	Forestry
	 

	Community Advisory Council (Board)
	$577 

	FL Center for Wildfire & Forest Resources Management Training Advisory Council
	$836 

	Silviculture Best Management Practices Technical Advisory Committee
	$489 

	 
	

	Marketing and Development
	 

	Florida Alligator Marketing and Education Advisory Committee
	$1,884 

	Florida Food and Nutrition Advisory Council
	$7,265 

	Seafood and Aquaculture Advisory Committee
	$3,227 

	The Emergency Food Assistance Program Advisory Board
	$7,818 

	Tropical Fruit Advisory Council
	$300 

	
	

	Plant Industry
	 

	Caribbean Fruit Fly Technical Committee
	$0 

	Exotic Pest of Citrus
	$0 

	Florida Citrus Health Response Task Force
	$2,750 

	Lettuce Advisory Committee
	$747 

	
	

	Standards
	 

	Florida Amusement Device and Attraction Advisory Committee
	$4,023 

	Florida Liquid Propane Gas Advisory board
	$161 


The following 27 committees should be continued, which will leave the department with 28 committees total.

	Advisory Committees to be Continued
	FY 2006-07 Funding

	
	

	Agricultural Environmental Services
	

	Florida Coordinating Council on Mosquito Control
	$24,315 

	Pest Control Enforcement Advisory Council
	$26,685 

	Pesticide Review Council
	$3,786 

	Seed Investigation and Conciliation Council
	$13,654 

	
	

	Animal Industry
	

	Animal Industry Technical Council
	$13,275 

	
	

	Aquaculture
	

	Aquaculture Interagency Coordinating Council
	$507 

	Aquaculture Review Council
	$4,096 

	Sturgeon Production Working Group
	$0 

	
	

	Consumer Services
	

	Florida Consumer's Council
	$5,271 

	Motor Vehicle Repair Advisory Council
	$5,433 

	
	

	Dairy Industry
	

	Dairy Industry Technical Council
	$0 

	
	

	Food Safety
	

	Florida Food Safety and Food Defense Advisory Council
	$5,001 

	
	

	Forestry
	

	Florida Forestry Council
	$3,150 

	Forest Stewardship Coordinating Committee
	$644 

	Off Highway Vehicle Committee
	$15,064 

	
	

	Licensing
	

	Private Investigation, Recovery, and Security Advisory Council
	$26,850 

	 
	 

	Marketing and Development
	

	Citrus Crop Estimates Advisory Council
	$158 

	Florida Citrus Production Research Advisory Council
	$3,686 

	Peanut Advisory Council
	$272 

	Tobacco Advisory Council
	$214 

	Viticulture Advisory Council
	$6,149 

	
	

	Plant Industry
	

	Citrus Budwood Technical Advisory Task Force
	$788 

	Endangered Plant Advisory Council
	$3,301 

	Honey Bee Technical Council
	$335 

	Noxious Weed Review Committee
	$452 

	Plant Industry Technical Council
	$328 

	
	

	Standards
	

	Florida Propane Gas, Education, Safety and Research Council
	$3,026 


